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INT. PRISON - MORNING

The damp, dark cell block is littered with various animals 
(people in animal costumes) that inhabit each cell. Prison 
chatter fills the block.

A MOUSE does pull-ups, a TIGER takes a shit, a FISH gasps for 
air - motionless on the ground. A DUCK and a TURTLE have a 
conversation.

DUCK
Look, I got nothin’ against a good 
stew... it’s just... why stray from 
beef?

TURTLE
(finishing his sentence)

Beef, beef right! I know exactly 
what you’re sayin’.

A HORSE glues crafts in a scrap book.

HORSE
Would it kill somebody to get more 
Elmer’s Glue over here--

(beat of realization and 
horror)

Oh god.

BO, a slightly cynical and sarcastic dog, is playing the 
three cup shuffle with TOFUR the turkey in his cell. He 
swiftly shuffles the cups around the floor.  An OWL is 
perched on the upper deck of the toilet behind them sleeping.

BO
Ok, Tofur, if I win this one I get 
to stuff your sister next 
thanksgiving.

CUT TO:

MICKEY, an independent, stubborn cat smokes a cigarette in 
her cell alone. The sound of the cell block door opening 
startles her and she quickly puts out the cigarette.

Tofur points at one of the cups then suddenly looks up toward 
the sound. Bo seizes this moment to take the ball out from 
under the cups. Footsteps ring out down the block. He turns 
back to Bo. Bo pulls the cup to reveal no ball.

BO (CONT’D)
Better luck next time. Can’t wait 
to meet your family and bang your 
sister.



The footsteps come to a halt. 

FOOTSTEPS
Bo! Mickey! You’re coming with me.

The owl is startled awake by the yelling.

OWL
Who?

FOOTSTEPS
Bo! Mickey! Let’s go!

OWL
No one ever picks me.

The guard unlocks Mickey’s cell and pulls her out. He unlocks 
Bo’s cell and pulls him out. 

BO
Excuse me officer, but where are we 
going?

He doesn’t answer and forcefully drags them down the block 
toward the end door. The other prisoners shout and clamor as 
they pass by.

Bo thrusts out his hand to shake Mickey’s.

BO (CONT’D)
Bo. You don’t happen to know what’s 
goin’ on, do ya?

Mickey disdainfully acknowledges Bo but doesn’t reciprocate.

They are pushed through the door into a long, narrow hallway. 
As they start to walk forward, Bo notices a door at the end 
of the hallway that’s slightly cracked with a bright light 
shining through. 

The guard suddenly stops them at a door to their right and 
places them with their hands against the wall and feet spread 
as he pulls out keys. 

FOOTSTEPS
Don’t move.

BO
(under his breath)

Hey, look over there.

Mickey looks over and sees the door.
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BO (CONT’D)
(under his breath)

It’s open, we can get out.

MICKEY
Shh.

BO
(under his breath)

Let’s do it, lets break out.

MICKEY
(under breath)

No way. It’s not worth it.

BO
(under breath)

Come on.

MICKEY
(under breath)

Shut up. I’m almost outta here.

BO
(under breath)

On 3... 3. 

MICKEY
(under breath)

Quit it.

BO
(under breath)
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MICKEY
(under breath)

No!

BO
(under breath)
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MICKEY
God damn it.

Bo grabs Mickey’s hand a makes a break for the door, dragging 
Mickey behind him.

The guard drops his keys and chases after them, but they are 
already out the door.

FADE TO WHITE:
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TITLE CARD: A SNIFF, A LICK & A TASTE

EXT. CITY STREET - DAY

Bo and Mickey are out of breath and come running to a stop. 
They hear the guard yell out in the distance.

FOOTSTEPS (O.C.)
Get back here! Watch your backs! 
I’ll catch you! This isn’t the last 
time you’ll see me! 

EXT. PRISON - DAY

FOOTSTEPS
You’ll pay for this! You’ll see, 
you’ll all see! Mark my words!

The guard whips out his walkie talkie and pages in to his 
Seargent.

FOOTSTEPS (CONT’D)
Serg, I’m going out on a lone 
mission. This one’s... personal.

Long beat.

SERGEANT (O.C.)
Uhh... Alright.

EXT. CITY STREET - DAY

They are recovering from their run, still panting. 

MICKEY
(out of breath)

I can’t believe we just did that. 
I’ve never done anything like this 
before.

BO
I know, told you it was a good 
idea.

MICKEY
Good idea?! Great idea! We’re free 
from that... that shit hole.

BO
Yeah.
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MICKEY
We could do anything!

BO
(Gradually more excited)

Yeah!

MICKEY
I mean, we can do anything!

BO
(very excited)

YEAH!

MICKEY
What do we do?!

BO
Fuck, uhh... Six Flags?

MICKEY
No! I mean something big, something 
bold, something primal.

BO
Whoa, like sex? 

MICKEY
No I mean like... the wild.

Bo tugs at the collar of his animal costume.

BO
(hesitantly)

Ooof, the wild... I don’t know. I 
mean...

MICKEY
Don’t care, I’m going.

Mickey struts toward the forest, leaving Bo behind.

FOOTSTEPS (O.C.)
I will FUCK. YOUR FACE.

Bo is startled and speeds after Mickey. 

CAMERA TRACKS FROM IN FRONT OF BO/MICKEY TO BEHIND THEM TO 
REVEAL THE FOREST.
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INT. OFFICE - DAY

The guard bursts in and hastily velcroes his fanny pack on 
and equips it with his handheld taser. He buckles his belt, 
tightens his shoes, adjusts a handmade badge that says “Guard 
is life,” grabs his keys and heads out.

EXT. PRISON - DAY

The guard hops in a white unmarked truck, buckles his seat 
belt, turns the ignition and adjusts the rearview mirror. 
It’s go time.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Mickey and Bo walk through the woods looking for food. Bo 
sporadically runs ahead to pee on trees, marking his 
territory. As Mickey passes him, he runs to catch up with 
her.

Mickey passively ignores Bo as he tries to connect with her.

BO
Why were you in prison in the first 
place?

No answer. Mickey continues on.

BO (CONT’D)
Why were you in prison in the first 
place?

Still nothing.

BO (CONT’D)
Hey Mickey, why were you in prison 
in the first place?

MICKEY
Will you SHUT UP? When are you not 
just spewing bullshit?

BO
Why won’t you answer me?

MICKEY
I’m too busy trying to think of how 
we are going to eat tonight, 
because you decided to piss all 
over the only edible things we 
found all day.
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BO
How was I supposed to know those 
purple bugs were food.

MICKEY
They were berries, they grew on a 
vine!

Mickey stops in her tracks and falls silent. She shoots her 
arm out to stop Bo.

BO
What? What is it?

MICKEY
Shh.

CUT TO:

EXT. EDGE OF FOREST - DAY

The guard drives up and gets out of his truck. He walks into 
the forest and discovers animal poop. He analyzes it. He 
sniffs, licks, tastes, and enjoys it, before looking off into 
the distance. 

FOOTSTEPS
This way.

CUT TO:

EXT. FOREST - DAY

MICKEY
(whispers)

Don’t move.

BO
What is it?

MICKEY
(whispers)

A deer. 

Off in the distance there is a DEER (man in a deer costume) 
holding a paint brush and pallet, painting a forest 
landscape. 

BO
Oh nice, let’s go say hi.
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MICKEY
(whispers)

No... we are gonna sneak up on it, 
and sink our teeth into it like 
wild animals.

BO
(whispering)

Oh shit, you’re crazy.

Mickey starts to stalk the deer. She is in hyper focus, 
doesn’t take her eyes off it.

EXT. FOREST CLEARING - CONTINUOUS

The deer is painting blissfully, not a care in the world, as 
Mickey sneaks out of the brush behind it.

Bo inelegantly follows her out into the open. SNAP! He steps 
on a branch, trips, falls and tumbles for an awkwardly long 
time.

The deer freezes and turns it’s head toward them. 

Mickey and the deer stare at each other while Bo is tumbling.

The deer turns and sprints off.

Mickey throws her hands up in exasperation.

MICKEY
Great!

Just as Bo stands up to gather himself, Mickey angrily pushes 
Bo over and over.

MICKEY (CONT’D)
You idiot!

Push.

MICKEY (CONT’D)
I ask for one thing.

Push.

MICKEY (CONT’D)
Don’t make a sound!

Mickey enforces one final push that knocks Bo to the ground.
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MICKEY (CONT’D)
And what did you do! Of course you 
made a fucking sound--

Bo spots mushrooms a few feet from his head.

BO
Shh.

MICKEY
Did you just shh me?

Bo points to the mushrooms.

BO
Food.

Mickey looks over at the mushrooms growing from the ground.

BO (CONT’D)
Mushrooms, that’s food, right? We 
could like, eat that!

Mickey picks up the mushrooms

MICKEY
Shut up.

She gives the mushrooms a sniff, and a lick.

MICKEY (CONT’D)
Hmm... this kind of tastes like 
shit... but I guess they are food.

Mickey throws Bo a mushroom as he lies on the ground. They 
both take a bite.

Mickey is hit with a wave of confusion and paranoia. She 
backs up and slowly folds herself into a ball.

Bo is hit with a wave of pure exhilaration and joy.

MICKEY (CONT’D)
(nervous)

Hey Bo, I think these are drugs.

BO
(already high as shit, and 
yelling)

Hey Mickey, I think these are 
drugs!

START MONTAGE 
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- Bo moves through the forest to the sounds of classical 
music.

- Mickey hears cold, dark, music

- He turns and runs through the forest.

- She walks through the forest, shivering.

- He dances with the deer.

- She nervously touches a bush.

- He yells for Mickey to join him.

- She hears Bo’s screams and becomes angry.

- He pee’s 

BO (CONT’D)
Oh my god peeing feels amazing!

- She eats a pinecone.

- He finds meats and fruits and vegetables and eats them.

- Her head spins with confusion and delirium.

- He spins through the air and does dirt angels in the dirt.

- She finds Bo and wakes him up and snaps him out of his 
trip.

END MONTAGE

MICKEY
Bo wake up! You’re ruining 
everything!

BO
(groggy)

What are you talking about?

MICKEY
Every chance at being wild animals? 
Gone! ‘Cuz of you! The berries, the 
deer, you screw everything up! I 
don’t need you here, I can handle 
this on my own! 

CUT TO:
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EXT. OUTSKIRTS OF FOREST

The guard is violently sprinting through the forest. Sweat 
and possibly tears are streaming down his face. He hears 
Mickey yelling and comes to a complete stop. 

FOOTSTEPS
(whispers)

Finally.

He turns and breaks into another violent sprint towards her 
voice.

CUT TO:

EXT FOREST - DAY

BO
But, I was the one who got us out 
of there in the first place.

MICKEY
Well I’m not going to put up with 
your shit anymore! GO!

BO
What?

MICKEY
You heard me. Get out of here! Go!

BO
But...

Mickey spits in Bo’s direction

MICKEY
GIT. 

Bo looks at Mickey in disbelief.

Mickey hocks up a loogie.

BO
Okay, okay , I’m going.

Bo turns and begins walking away. He turns around one last 
time.

BO (CONT’D)
But what about-
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MICKEY
I SAID GIT.

Bo solemnly walks deeper into the woods.

EXT. DEEP FOREST - SUNDOWN

Bo saunters through the forest, sobbing and mumbling to 
himself.

BO
Stupid Mickey, and her stupid 
berries, and deer. Fuckin 
mushrooms. I fuckin love those 
mushrooms. All I wanted to do was 
go to six flags. I just wanted to 
be a woods dog and have fun in the 
woods, but now I just wanna go 
home.

Bo stops to urinate. Whilst relieving himself he spots a bush 
covered in purple berries to his right. The pee stream halts. 
His face brightens. Then contorts into deep thought. Then 
brightens again. Back to deep thought. Brightens. Deep 
thought.

CUT TO:

EXT. EDGE OF FOREST CLEARING - SUNDOWN

Bo carries a large handful of the purple berries back towards 
where he last saw Mickey. As he approaches the clearing, he 
hears muffled sounds.

He sneaks up and peers through a bush to see the guard has 
captured and handcuffed Mickey. The guard whispers into 
Mickey’s ear.

MICKEY

FOOTSTEPS
Finally. You think you could out 
run the law? I am the law. Think 
again, cub scout. 

The guard spits on Mickey as he rants.

BO

Bo questions whether or not he should save Mickey. Himself, 
or Mickey? Mickey.
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Bo hypes himself up. His adrenaline builds. He smashes the 
berries between his hands and smears the juice on his face. 
He lets out a menacing battle cry and sprints towards Mickey.

CUT TO:

EXT. BACK OF PICK UP TRUCK - NIGHT

Bo and Mickey sit, tied up, in the back of the guard’s truck, 
bouncing up and down as it RUMBLES out of the forest. They 
stare blankly into the distance.

BO
(looks at Mickey)

I tried.

Mickey genuinely addresses Bo.

MICKEY
We both did.

FLASH BACK:

EXT. FOREST - SUNDOWN

Bo and Mickey sprint through the forest, screaming as the 
guard chases them. 

FLASH FORWARD:

INT. PRISON - NIGHT

The guard escorts Bo and Mickey through the same hallway 
leading to their cells. The guard stops to pull out his keys 
to unlock the cell block door. 

Bo notices the same door is left slightly open yet again. 

Bo and Mickey share a glance and a smile. 

POP TO BLACK

-END-
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